
The fifth grade team here at SPE does so much more than just teach your child the standards. 

We help prepare them for the next step in their academic career, middle school, and develop 

into wonderful young people. Each teacher has something special to offer your child, but we 

work collaboratively to bring the best out of everyone. 

We have a teacher whom is dedicated to offering extracurricular and critical thinking skills 

after school with the Odyssey of the Mind program. She puts in many of her own personal 

hours to make this experience the best it can be for not only our fifth graders, but for other 

grade levels as well. The students that participate in the Odyssey of the Mind program grow 

intellectually and socially. They learn how to work as a team and build leadership and problem 

solving skills.  

Another one of our fantastic fifth grade teachers is an expert in all things science. She knows 

how to make this subject engaging and exciting for all learners. She creates hands-on activities 

that support the standards and help students gain a deeper understanding of the science 

curriculum. Because of the format that this teacher presents science, there is more student 

interest in this very important area.  

We are lucky enough here at SPE to have a 5th grade teacher that is able to teach anyone and 

everyone to read. She inspires the reader in all children. When she transferred to SPE she 

brought so many wonderful strategies and ideas with her that have motivated all of us 

teaching fifth grade to become better reading teachers. She thought of wonderful ways to use 

our surplus books for homework assignments so students can write in them and keep them. 

She has presented to the staff her amazing ideas on how to better use graphic organizers to 

help students sort through their thinking while reading and responding to reading.  

Whereas all the staff at SPE strive to meet the special needs of even our most unique students, 

our fifth grade team is fortunate to have one member in particular who has repeatedly 

demonstrated success with even the most challenging students. She creates a comfortable and 

nonthreatening environment where children feel safe to take risks in their learning. Children 

who in other settings might not be successful, flourish under her care and instruction.  Many 

going on to continue their academic mainstream experiences and often come back, allowing 

us to celebrate their success. She exemplifies how it is possible to tap the potential in each 

student and insure they develop the self-esteem and confidence they need for a bright future.  

We as a fifth grade team feel privileged to be a part of our students’ paths on their way to a 

successful life.  


